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 Waddell Stewart Franklin Hill, born on March 6, 1946, in Paducah, Kentucky,
passed away on November 26, 2024, in Louisville, Kentucky, at the age of 78.
He was a beloved husband, father, brother, grandfather, great-grandfather,
uncle, friend, mentor, and coach. 
Waddell was known for his kindness, thoughtfulness, strength, wisdom, and
reliability throughout his life. He was a long-time pillar of every community in
which he lived, from Paducah, Kentucky and Champaign, Illinois to Tacoma,
Washington and Louisville, Kentucky. He was a man who garnered love and
respect across all walks of life from state houses to public housing. 

 Waddell was a graduate of Paducah Tilghman High School where he played
football and basketball. After high school, he joined the Air Force where he
was a Senior Airman and served as a Jet Engine Mechanic. 
After leaving the Air Force, Waddell explored numerous opportunities,
including owning a service station in 1970s. However, he proudly spent the
bulk of his career as a firefighter. Waddell joined the Champaign, Illinois Fire
Department in the early 1970s as one of its first Black firefighters. It would be
just the beginning of a long line of firsts in his career. He would climb the
ranks to become the first Black fire inspector in the Champaign Fire
Department. In 1988, he moved his family to Tacoma, Washington to become
the first Black fire marshal in Pierce County, the second largest county in the



State. He would retire in 2008 after 37 years in public service. 
 During his time in Tacoma, Waddell would be able to pursue his true passion

of coaching youth football. Waddell would coach and mentor hundreds of
young men for over 20 years at the Al Davies Boys and Girls Club, winning
numerous championships during his tenure. Through the game of football, he
would teach young men about sportsmanship, hard work, discipline, and
teamwork. These were lessons he knew would help them not only on the field
but in life. 
In addition to his love of football, Waddell was a long-time servant of the Lord.
Waddell was a devoted and engaged member of West End Baptist Church in
Louisville, Kentucky, where his younger brother, Dr. Dartanya Hill, Sr., serves
as Pastor. Previously he was a member of Miles Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church in Tacoma, Washington, and St. Luke Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church in Champaign, Illinois. He served many roles at West End
Baptist Church , including as a member of the Mighty Men of West End, a
Sunday school teacher, and a member of the Men’s and Mixed Choirs. 

 Waddell started his masonry in the mid nineteen hundreds and went on to
become a master mason and proceeded to become an Illustrious Potentate in
the Shriners. Through his journey he also proceeded to serve his community
very well and in the midst of that he became a thirty second degree mason.
And if Waddell really knew you, he will always drop a jewel and forever look to
the east. 
Even after his passing, Waddell continued to show his kind and generous
spirit by donating his eyes through The Eye Bank of Kentucky. May we all
strive to carry on his legacy of wisdom, kindness, selflessness, and
generosity. 
He is survived by his wife, Meta Hill; his children, Cecelia Crawford, Tonya
Cooper, Alvin Overton, Terrece Hill-Zackery, LaVonnia Bowman, Leshia
(Barron) Bibbs, Danielle (DeMear) Fisher, Waddell Hill, Tony Williams, Michael
Hill, and Brandon (Andria) Hill; his siblings, June Shelby (Ricky Brown), Dr.
Dartanya Hill, Sr., and his Matchem siblings; numerous grandchildren, great-



grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
Waddell was preceded in death by his parents (Opal Hill, William Hill, and
Herbert Matchem), his brothers (Herbert Matchem II and Clarence Johnson),
and his beloved daughter, Atona Hill. 
Services are scheduled for Friday, December 13, 2024 at West End Baptist
Church, 1400 S. 4th St., Louisville, Kentucky, at 11 a.m. and Saturday,
December 14, 2024 at Greater Lincoln Heights Missionary Baptist Church,
1324 Bloomfield Avenue, Paducah, Kentucky at 11 a.m. Friends and family
are invited to a visitation at each Church one hour before each service begins.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the mission of West End Baptist Church in
honor of Waddell, at 
https://www.webcky.com/index.php/offerings



Cemetery Details

Oak Grove Cemetery

1613 Park Ave.
Paducah, KY 42001

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 13. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

West End Baptist Church
1400 S. 4th St.
Louisville, KY

Celebration of Life

DEC 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

West End Baptist Church
1400 S. 4th St.
Louisville, KY



Tribute Wall

MT





JM

Much love, Steve Wretling & Team - December 12, 2024 at
02:10 PM

Much love, Steve Wretling & Team purchased the
Love's Journey for the family of Waddell F. Hill Sr.
(SOUTHEAST).

December 11, 2024 at 09:52 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Waddell F. Hill Sr. (SOUTHEAST).

December 11, 2024 at 09:52 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Waddell F. Hill Sr. (SOUTHEAST).

Jams Mimmes - November 30, 2024 at 02:46 PM

Jams Mimmes lit a candle in memory of
Waddell Hill

https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jams Mimmes - November 30, 2024 at 02:45 PM

I will just say until we meet again In Heaven, SMIB

Brett Drewery - November 29, 2024 at 07:21 PM

Brett Drewery purchased the Full Of Love Bouqu
et for the family of Waddell F. Hill Sr.
(SOUTHEAST).

Brett Drewery - November 29, 2024 at 07:21 PM

Brett Drewery planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Waddell F. Hill Sr..

https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adporters.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

